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A study on the characteristics about utilization and the value of local materials
focused on the transition of local industry
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This paper aims to identify the characteristics about the utilization of local materials in
residential area of Utsunomiya City, Tochigi. Since Utsunomiya City includes Oya area, mainly
for quarrying industry, Oya-stone is utilized as a variety of materials such as fences and
retaining walls. This is accomplished mainly through the examination of topographical maps, the
historical record and the interview. First, mechanization of the quarrying industry has affected
the price and utilization of Oya-stone. In addition to, mechanization of the quarrying industry
has shaped today’s landscape composed by Oya-stone. Finally, our results demonstrate the
relationship between the transition about the quarrying industry of Oya-stone and the difference
in the distribution of Oya-stone by the year of development. This paper illustrates the value of
local materials that has not been evaluated before and the importance of conserving it as the

landscape that express the transition of local industry.
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