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How Are Restaurants “Hidden” in a Residential Zone?
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Although restaurants are limited to be located in a residential zone in Japan, some
restaurants are “hidden” in such a zone. This study aims to identify how restaurants are “hidden”
in a residential zone and discuss how to adjust the regulations about restaurants to the actual
condition. For the purpose, we first calculated the “hidden index” of each restaurant composed of
8 variables about how much one’s information was accessible, and then defined a “hidden
restaurant” as the restaurant which was not a red-light one and had a relatively high hidden
index. Some of them, according to depth interviews to their owners and the analysis of their users’
comments on the WEB, were not run as business but as a hobby and were not used for a usual
meal but for a special dinner. These results show that such restaurants were not adjusted to the

standard prescribed by the laws and suggest that the regulations should be more flexible.
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