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Community Gardens under “Community in Bloom” Programme in Singapore:

The gap between their expected roles and the way they are used
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Currently, green spaces called “community garden (CG)” are set up inside cities mainly in European

countries and the U.S. As the increase of the number of researches about CGs, the common positive effects of

CGs were clarified such as strengthening community bonding including among different ethnic groups and

improving mental, physical and social health.In this situation, Singapore, a multi-ethnic country in south east

Asia, introduced a CG development programme called “Community in Bloom (CIB)”. This research tried to

consider the expected roles of CG under CIB programme in Singapore, clarify how the CGs are used by

participants, and consider the gap between them. From surveys, the expected role of CG under the CIB

programme was interpreted as the means to strengthen community bonding among residents of all age and

races. However, it was clarified that there were biases on the age group and ethnic of participants. Based on the

results from those process, the way of improvement of the CIB programme, future directions of greening policy

of Singapore, and further spread of the concept of CG were discussed.
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Q: Please share your experiences about activities that promotes N=21
communications among members of gardening group in the community N/A=1
garden.
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Gardening in CG 5
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Q: Please write down freely about the effects/benefits of community N=49
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CG creates/strengthens bonding

CG promotes understanding of others

CG brings people together i@iiﬂ);;‘gh“}
CG promotes communication o

CG helps to make/get to know new friends

CG is good for health

CG improves mental health BEDOEE

CG improves physical health
CG promotes producing/sharing foods BHEE
CG is a place where people learn/increase knowledge

uinin ®iwiwo NG oo N

CG is a place where people can enjoy their time RIBEMOFER
CG is good for education ®E
Others Z Ot

K48 ERO®KL 2% EN=49)

5. WIRFERFLD

ABFZETIL 3 FITENT CIB 70 s J A2k
5 CG N, FRICEDZT—T=v7%FEL L
TR - RIED DA D Hl O 272203 0 DR
BRI L TN EDBEREIToT, F/4E
WBWTHERIZE D CG OFIAERELEH L)
L7z, & L THREMED DWE DRI
BEEICBIT 5B NHE ORI Y . 2%
DFE O Y & o 72 BUF O BEKGE 0 12 ik
STWRWEIERNTFET 2 Z LR BR ST,
Fl 2O TERRFRE, RIE - HEOXE



RICEY CG MM TV D AREME S R S
niz,

6. EE

- CIB 710 /5 hothi

CIB a7/ 7 ANz 23EE LTiE, 2
FHORER OFEE IR D BNFET D 2 L 3%
Fohsd, ZoHRICBELTIE CG NDARAA
— A DFENHRESC T OER A5 E A
MO, T U CHEBEKE L oEfE O (e L
Zl LTI BN~ DB BER 72 3R % 4T 5
TEMEZDL D, EIIGEIOILN D 22 TH] 2
X7 ey b AV MERXO CG DEARARZ &
fth DML D F e ETEETERE D HLIR b 4 % et
IhordLBZBZ2HND,

- B - (ERHENC X 5 CG O RBR AT REME
BT - (ERB#NC X5 CG %l oo B AT REM:
WL T, YU AR—MIBITS CC BRER
ErtE & ) s Rl b & Vv D 2 D2k
EERITEAIN, OO A & RIEE D)
REBMEDPRIHIL TVD Z LD FRBROES
it - WA X D E~D CG ORENEZ L
N5, EEEOZAIT HHFTEHESZ LTS
< IR ORMENFEET 2 b0, Bl IEH
ARIZBT HHRERZ EI2BIT 217TBIC L 5 =
2 =T BRSO BIFBI OR B 2
My - RO TRALEZR &4 R FH AN ER 4y I i
ARETH D LEZX LN,

(A e

[RiiE]
1) Jeanne Louise Conceicao (2015),
“Community in Bloom: Creating Space for
Community Ownership”, Case Studies:
Building Communities in Singapore
2)  Data.gov.sg B — AL_X— T &7z GIS 77—
AHDRA Y N T — 25
3)  National Parks Board &v—2A-2—3 (1 A 23 A
HETED)

4 2005 FED0T v T AREGLIENC B ERICE S

72 CGIZBELTHHAETIEICIB Y2 /T A FD CG
ELTEEIN TS,

5  7r7 7 AIEbLLBUNEEOMELZ LTI RT,
Town Council (¥ 7> 573 L) : HDB flat 2
3« AR HERRE DOFXE - HERFE P2 1T 5 LKk, Housing
Development Board ((EEBIH/T) : A% EE (HDB
flat) OfLHE 247 9 #%B, National Parks Board (J#
SEARET) - ENORHORESE - B AT D BB,
Residents’ Committee, Neighbourhood Committee

(BEHRZES) JBAEEMRROREEZ £ L
T 54k (RC: HDBflat NC: Rf{EE) THY
HEDERICEVEEShTWD
(51 - &)

1) DM, WEH, FREREE (2017), TRAYViCk
7B AL T —F OB MAERE E T DA
i), AAHSHIEE WA E. No.16

2) WLHBREZS, M. BEEE (2016). [wlng Ok
FEMERFICE T 2 R OISENC B 2 WP 70— Rk T xRSk &
KL LT—), #ifiEhmimsce4E, Vol.b1l, No.3,
pp.1024-1029

3) Donna Armstrong (2000), “A survey of community
gardens in upstate New York: Implications for
health promotion and community development”,
Health & Place, Vol. 6, Issue 4, pp.319-327

4) Leigh Holland (2004), “Diversity and Connections in
Community Gardens: a contribution to local
sustainability”, Local Environment, Vol. 9, No. 3,
285-305

5) Jonathan ‘Yotti’ Kingsley, Mardie Townsend and
Claire Henderson-Wilson, “Cultivating health and
wellbeing: members’ perceptions of the health
benefits of a Port Melbourne community garden”,
Leisure Studies, Vol. 28, No. 2, 207-219

6) Leon H.H. Tan and Harvey Neo (2009),
““Community in Bloom”: Local participation of
community gardens in urban Singapore”, Local
Environment, Vol.14, No.6, pp.529-539

7) Wong Hui Ying, CLC (2015), “Encouraging
Inclusivity in Community Gardens”

8) Harvey Neo & C. Y. Chua (2017), “Beyond inclusion
and exclusion: community gardens as spaces of
responsibility”, Annuals of the American Association
of Geographers, Vol. 107, No. 3, pp. 666-681

9) Puay Yok Tan, James Wang, and Angelia Sia (2013),
“Perspectives on five decades of the urban greening
of Singapore”, Cities, 32, 24-32

10) Belinda Yuen (1996), “Creating the Garden City:
The Singapore Experience”, Urban Studies, Vol. 33,
No. 6, 955-970

11) Department of Statistics Singapore (2017),
“Population Trends 20177

12) June Gwee (2015), “Case Studies Building
Communities in Singapore”, Civil Service College
Singapore

13) Urban Redevelopment Authority (2001), “Concept
Plan 2001”

14) Urban Redevelopment Authority (2013), “A high
quality living environment for all Singaporeans:
Land use plan to support Singapore’s future
population, January 2013”



